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ABSTRACT

What is the driving force behind Steve Jobs success? What are the impacts of the social media technology in the global society? How do we understand the implications of Stuxnet worm case and Iranian nuclear project? ... It is essential for us to explore sources of technology development, chart pathways of technology diffusion, and understand decisions making process and implications.

Key technologies will be highlighted, namely: energy and environment implications; medical technologies and related ethical issues, genetic technologies and legal implications; how printing and electronic media technologies shaped the mass opinions; weapons development and political ramifications; how industrial technologies transformed the society and work and life; 

Economically, social media technology has caused the redistribution of wealth. In turn it triggered the Occupy Wall Street movement, Occupy Boston, Occupy Oakland, etc. Politically Facebook and related media technology fueled Arab Spring which swept across Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, etc. Are technologies solutions or problems? 

The attack of Iranian nuclear enrichment centrifuges by the Stuxnet computer worm in 2010 raised many questions regarding industrial control system security and the use of virus as an intelligence weapon. Similar malicious software pose threats to many critical control infrastructures, such as Supervisory Control And Data Acquisition (SCADA)-based water, wastewater, and power utilities, industry professionals and governments have made industrial control system security a priority matter.  

We are at a point of history, which is best described by Charles Dickens (1812-1870) in the Tales of Two Cities: ‘It was the best of times, it was the worst of times…’. We need to understand the interactions of technology and society and reconcile related issues in terms of ethics, legal complications, and the quality of life. 
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